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f. 3 '' 6 /SO-TtcF.’fi. —VII <^ 0 i] IPJRFT ^ TP^?- 

nfp-, sTTi’^fTrft i| chd^rhe 24 ^171 , ioho 

^ sin: 0700 aT^T^pJfT f?lN7r I srfW ^- 

t'.TT, f^fr ^ «rfTf7F? ^ 

I ^ 5rtT ^.’ViraT ^ ^ iTTTFffl' 

'TTT'TTT , 3>^JTf 3{tT 3iTOf ^ «f I 

’ft Mt SBT ^rfR" 10 3PTOr, 1894 afit TT^FT 

sffiry'-Tft (3fT ^ ^ 

g^rr *-71 I n T if inTTwr^F) r^i^TT ^ fif "ft f^rfT 
3rtTn757 aR Ntt arnTT^ ^ f^'^arfsf^rr^rrr if 

1 ^ ^ 5^’Twf^ ^ WTir f snnff?r 

|TT ■sfffu' ^ %T3ft f sfw firft I 5r«ur 

fjTuar -i ’ft Mf: ?r ^ ftr aftr 1910 if 

^tiTq arri^r auf 1 

s.if Ti:, ’ft fitT ’-.ffaR sTFffrft # ^ 

"ff afrr arr^ ^ 71^ an^TR^ ^f ^ 1 

arrar if % ?ft>r 37^ Rroffr TT^tir qfffr ^ 

HI ir*("i ^ rtt I R^TfRT qtft fqrqj sTR^^rfr 

arFftPR" ^ qtnq' ^ fffr % =1 ■4) 1 '.m wl« ft c, % ifR" 
s f i T^t-HR if ^ Tf‘ I % fwRTrn: gir srtr qrf i 


1922 f-, t qff^ ^ frreq- qipf if ars irf aftf 

f '84^ qipf ^ n+i^<!i Rfr art^^R" T^T I 

3rq# ^t qaf % srfVq' RTTrffT fr qRNTfr r^wst 

jf f ^ I at ft fK, Rff" 1926 ^f artf 

fqiT 1942 if Rffw ffifr ^ afR-w ^ m. 1 fq^Rid 
^ irtirfTr firr ^ ^ if 1927 if if 

Tf<S5tir ’qfiFR R J-rV-T if ITFT f^ 3}tT 1931-32 if "fiR 
if pr iffrtfqr rWrh if ■srfirqrr w 5rf7rfRfq?q- fqTRT 1 

t 1034 # 1937 7rq7 ’fiffcT PfW RVTT aR JT^ ^ 

R'^VH ff’RflFE R-R-Rf RT rifl RfRa fWT ^ ?R 
if wifr sTiRT qtt I 

>ft firtf ^ 1936 if iTfTR ffNR RRT ^ Prtt fqq ' ffq R 
‘6 «fTf RiTf) ^ftfR if ITRT Rti' STHTT I f 1937 if 
RfTR TmT RfR-lTiTR if RIT fft ^ RR if RlflPT gR I 
1946 if RfTR fRRRRiiTR ^ fRTT t q^: fqrffRR ftr 
srtf fET RimR iifT fif TTfi ai.'R iRft t| I cRRT 

flf att RfiT if RTCf fiT Ri>qiR^qf pHR^okr PafFTT 
iTRTI 

1952 RKTlT 3TTir ’BFTft if ’ft flfT fW RRT ^ ffR 
flRrfNrr gli ^ irf, 1952 R f^fRRTT, 1954 Rq; if aff 
if RR Ri^ Rf qT I 

1957 # 1960 RR7 ’ft firff: RfTT Rff,’ TFTRqp? W. qf 
qr RTlflR rI 1 RTf R 1960 R 1065 RRi ^TR ^ U5R- 

qiR Rtr 1965 R 1967 ^I’RT aS lil^RqrR I ^31^ 

RTTRtR RRTR-qnif RnflR apr 3ri>R5=r ft RITT RRT Rtr 
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^rtV 3 tY?: amrET if?Fr f'Trtn' i 

1967 if ^ ^ TC f^fFTT 

artr TPT ^DTT ap ^HTHf^T a,-^r I amt 

frw^Trrr a-fk imr ^ '"Fftw ^.T-r in ^rRFr sfk.V 

kfTqT I 

SRTi^^, 1060 if ^ iTTW ip 'CF^'Tftr fTsrff^sfrr fir aftT 

WTITiT, 1974 if ?i7 in? an ?Jt?T I kT 

in? an iiksT ark: i^r t ^^ftfvnr finn i ^ 

apt kff asT ^kr f^FTT a.k ^kf ^ kff ^ iTTSf irrer ap 

k WFTT I TEr'k TF^ a^ SfffT ^.'Tlk^r 

krik ^ ^qa?,-ar if ' 'irKF tf' ’ as 3^ qir s.fe pw 

f kntw fafFT irar i 

kr as 'mn; vft k inkif^as urirk if irk^ 

kk kf k ' 

iFf: JTkra wwk ^ if 'J4^V^ nk ?f5Tf^^'4i 
^r^dk ffT k ankiT aanar^rfras fki^kr aiMHNi i k 
MX ^ kr if iniTTfkaB raj - a i K t iro if ifiMFI 

fkrr afk ijirk k TOrk ‘ ftkik' 

ark ‘'kr 5na,7ST?r FT fMR t: i 

Mft f, kr % 11^ ir^ kFW, ins 
krrift, apfiM ^ a^faranr krr aik «rM<? 4k an 
?rwr fi75r°iTT tns arktTO krr k Mr t i 

iT^r. iiiT. Ik- kk4- 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTfFjCADON 
New Delhr, the 25th Tunc, 1980 
OBITUARY 

No. 3/6/80-Pub.—At 0700 hrs, on the moruing of Tues¬ 
day the 24th June 1980, death came suddenly to Shri Vai'oha- 
giri Venkatagiii, the fourth President of the Republic of 
India, An eminent Trade Union Leader, Shri Giri was close¬ 
ly associated with the working classes. Simple and un¬ 
assuming, he .symbolised what is good, noble and exemplary 
in the Indian tradition. 

Shri Giri was born on the lOlh August, 1894, at Bcrham- 
pore in Ganjam District, in the then Presidency of Madras 
(now in Orissa). After his early education at Berhatnpore, 
Shri Giri joined the University of Dublin in Ireland for 
higher studies. Here he came under the spell of the free¬ 
dom struggle in Ireland and was inspired by leaders like 
De Valera, Shri Giri was called to the Bar during the 
World Wav I and returned to India-in 1916. 


On his return Shri Giri stai led taking keen inte.'est in the 
labour movement and started practice at his home town 
Bcrhumporc. Later, he joined the Home Pule League, and 
the Indian National Congress. During the Non-Cooperation 
Movement launched by Mahauima Gandhi. Shri Giri gave 
up his practice and plunged himself into his movement. He 
was arrested and suffered imprisonment. 

In 1922, he closely identified himself with the organisa¬ 
tion of the working classes and from that time onward.s his 
main sphere of work was the trade union movement. In 
the following year, he became one cl )he founders of the All 
India RaiTw aymen's Federal ion. He was twice elected 
President of the Trade Union Congress, first in 1926, and 
later in 1942. As an eminent Ir.nde Union leader he 
attended the International I.abou'- Conference at Geneva in 
1927, and also represented the workers at the Second Round 
Table Conference in London in 19.^1-32. He was a Mem¬ 
ber of the Central Legislative .Assembly from 1934 to 1937 
wiherc he soon made his mark as a prominent speaker padi- 
cularly on labour questions. 

A turning point in Shri Giiis career was his election 
to the Madras Legisfatiye Assembf. . He joincj the State 
Ministry in Madras as a Labour Minister in 1937. He 
was re-clcctcii to the Madras I egisEture in 1946 and again 
held the portfolio of Labour fo ■ about a year. Soon alter, 
he was appointed India’s High Commissioner to Ceylon 
(now Sri Lanka). 

In the first General Elections in 1952, Shri Giri wa.s elect¬ 
ed to the Lok Sabhn and held the office of Union Minister 
of Labour from May, 1952 to September 1954, 

Shri Giri held office of the Governor of U.P. from 1957 
to 1960. Thereafter, he held office of the Governor of 
Kerala from 1960 to 1965 and that of fhc Governor of 
Karnataka from 1965 to 1967. He was afso elected the 
President of the Indian Conference of social work and in 
that capacity he imparted new depth and dimension to social 
work in the country. 

In 1967, he held office of the Vice-President of India and, 
as ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha. ho won Ihc respect 
of the House for his impartiality and gentleness. 

He was elected as the President of India in August, 1969 
and he laid down the reins of this office in August, 1974. 
He adorned this high office with dignity anj deep under¬ 
standing-. He visited many fo-eign countries and thereby 
strengthened India's relations with them. He was awarded 
the highest distinction of "Bharat Ratna” for his meritorious 
services to the Nation. 

Even after retirement he continued to take keen interest 
in public affairs, 

A socialist of long standing, he was always pragmatist and 
avoided doctrinaire approach. Shri Giri has made .signifi¬ 
cant contribution to the social thinking in the country and 
his two important books arc 'Industrial Relations’ and “Labour 
problems in Indian Industry’. 

In his passing away, the country has lost a great patriot, 
a freedom fighter, a- veteran Trade Union leader, a sincere 
friend of the working classes and an elder statesman. 


S. M. H. BURNEY, Secy. 
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